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JOHNSTON

Johnston sculptor crafts bridge 
between art and education

Welcome to Mousy’s 

MAYOR: ‘Tax rate 
will decrease’*

* ‘How much … depends on the budget 
submitted by the school department’

By RORY SCHULER

Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. said he plans 
to lower the town’s tax rate, but just how 
much is up to the school department.

“I can only speak for the Town, and 
what I can say for certain is the tax rate 
will decrease to offset the increase in 
property values,” Polisena wrote via 
email on Monday, May 22. “How much 
the rate will decrease depends on the 
budget submitted by the school depart-
ment.”

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti 
asked for an update on the budget at 
April’s regular monthly Town Council 
meeting.

No budget update was delivered dur-
ing Town Council’s May meeting, and 
there has not been a single budget hear-
ing or discussion in public session.

Civetti pointed out that Johnston’s 
Town Charter sets a schedule for rolling 
out the budget, although it has not been 

BUDGET - PAGE 9■

BUILDING HIS VOICE: Mike Mollicone, of Johnston, earned his undergraduate degree from Rhode Island College (RIC). As a 
studio art major, he won this year's Senior Award for his sculpture, titled “Mousy’s Bar.” (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

A man struggles with a busted garbage bag in a back alley. 
The proprietor, Mousy, stands proudly next to the cash register admir-

ing his own portrait hanging on the wall. 
A couple embraces outside the bathroom — reconciling after a fierce 

booze-fueled argument.
A woman cries on the pay telephone. 
Who could she be talking to?
A year ago, Mousy’s Bar only existed in Mike Mollicone’s mind.
After working with bits of wood, ceramics and other chunks of media, he brought 

the imaginary dive to life and last Monday he hung it on a gallery wall. 
“My overall intention with my work is to create a space that people can identify 

with and understand,” Mollicone explained. “In these spaces, I try to tell stories and 
give clues as to who people are as a character, what they're doing, who they're with. 
I really focus on hammering in details to give realistic layers to the space and add to 
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By DANA RICHIE 

Thankful no one was seriously injured 
and questioning where they will end up, 
Simmons Village residents gathered in 
the shade of the parking lot Tuesday af-
ternoon, surveying the charred facade of 
their apartments.  

On Sunday afternoon at about 3, the 
exterior of this building abruptly went 
up in flames after mulch and a bench 
caught fire, forcing 52 fixed-income, el-
derly residents to evacuate indefinitely. 
The cause of the fire is believed to have 
been a discarded cigarette. 

 “We were devastated,” said Anna 
Bongiovanni. “This is our home.”  

When resident Rita Holmes noticed 

that the bench and mulch were on fire, 
she immediately called the fire depart-
ment, telling them that the fire would 

Safe but displaced
Residents who helped neighbors 
escape from fire face uncertainty 

WONDERING WHERE SHE’LL BE: Donna Marcera points to her apartment at 
Simmons Village that was not damaged by fire, but sustained water damage. All the 
units in the building have been closed. Insert shows charred exterior of the building. 
(Sun Rise photos)

fire - PAGE 11■
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Don’t Be a
Party

Pooper!!

Planning a big party this
summer? Your septic system

is going to get a workout! 
If it’s been a while since it was

pumped out give us a call.
 

GRADUATIONS • FOURTH OF JULY • BBQ’s
Before the  invitations go out  make sure you invite us first!

401-732-3234    FriendlySeptic.com
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE      SERVING ALL OF RHODE ISLAND

Your Money Wants to Work 

HARDER!

greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, Warwick

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 5/22/2023 and subject to change without notice. Fees or other 
conditions may reduce earnings on these accounts. Fees that may be applicable to deposit accounts can be found 
on the fee schedule. Penalty may apply for early withdrawal. Special certificate is not for IRA money. Limited Time 
Offer. $1,000 minimum investment.

Federally insured by NCUA

Open online, stop by 
or scan the code here

Other great rates available, too!
Only 

$1,000 Minimum

5.25%APY*

6-month CD 

5.00%APY*

9-month CD 

Here’s its Chance:

Johnston 
Sun Rise

By PETE FONTAINE

There was a unique star-spangled sa-
lute to veterans last Friday on The Bridge 
at Cherry Hill’s sun-covered patio.

There was pomp and circumstance, 
music, special singing, prose and poems 
and the release of butterflies during The 
Bridge’s Memorial Day Observance en-
titled “Remember those who served.”

The entire “extraordinary program” as 
many people concurred, was coordinat-
ed by Joan Stanzione, The Bridge’s popu-
lar Activities Director, who even teamed 
with Ernie Marotta for the singing of 
America the Beautiful to open the pro-
gram.

Likewise, Executive Director Maryann 
Grace delivered a warm welcome with 
the reading of “The Meaning of Memo-
rial Day” that in short is a reminder that 
“Freedom is not Free!”

There were also many special stories 
during the program like when nurse Au-
drey Jacobs presented resident Geraldine 
Giarrusso with a red carnation and mini-
United States flag.

Many staff members like Desi Sanders, 
Sarah Paton and Ria Bibby Kowal, just to 
name a few, during a ceremony which 
was highlighted in part when Grace is-
sued a heartwarming “Thank You” to 
those men and women who are currently 
serving and those who have left as well 
as a “Happy Memorial Day” she closed 
with “God Bless you all!”

The entire event, which may have been 
The Bridge’s best Memorial Day remem-
brance in recent memory, was also fo-
cused on the reading of a segment Stan-
zine called “In loving memory of those 
whom we hold in our hearts.”

Those were: Beverly Conlon, Nina 
Carminiti, Mary DeMarco, June Stea-
rnes, Eunice Ornazian, Rita Panzini, Roc-
co Pototo, Marjorie Sparadeo, Ida Pez-
zullo, Edward Robinson and Josephine 
Raimondo.

Another 21 people were honored dur-
ing a special reading of names by Stan-
zine who announced: “Is dedicated in 
memory of all who have proudly 
served.”

They were: Vaham (Von) Bajakian, 
PFC U.S. Army; Anthony Comella, PFC 
U.S. Army; Armando DiOrio, J.S. Air 
Force; Carmine Giarrusso, Corporal U.S. 
Army; Lewis Holt, Lt. Infantry U.S. Ar-
my; Mark Lussier, Military Police, U.S. 
Armey; Frank McCarthy, Sgt. 1st Recon 
U.S. Marines, Ralph McCord, U.S. 
Maines; Daniel Mongtagano, U.S. Army; 
Michael Pezza Sr. JU.S. Army; Thomas 
Quartino, U.S. Army; Vincent Ricci, PFC 
U.S. Army; Anthony Riccuiti, U.

S. Army; Ricardo Rotella, Cpl. U.S. Air 
Force; Joseph Sorofa, ULS. Air Force; 
Michael Scungio, Sgt. Occupational Forc-
es; Thomas Toohey Jr, Chief Petty Officer 
U.S. Navy; Richard J. Valquette, U.S. Ar-
my; and Frank Vescera, PFC U.S. Army.

MEMORIAL MOMENT: Maryann Grace (right), The Bridge at Cherry Hill’s executive 
director is joined by Activities Director Joan Stanzione during last Friday’s special 
salute to veterans in honor of Memorial Day. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

REMEMBRANCE: Geral-
dine Giarrusso (left) holds 
a red carnation and Ameri-
can flag she and other 
residents at The Bridge at 
Cherry Hill received during 
a special salute to veter-
ans in honor of Memorial 
Day.

The Bridge at Cherry Hill 
remembers those who served
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Town gathers to celebrate Memorial Day
By PETE FONTAINE

“Thank you for being here 
today,” Johnston’s Recreation 
Director Mike Bedrosian be-
gan as he stepped to the po-
dium to emcee and open 
Monday’s Memorial Day Ser-
vice. “Today we honor those 
men and women who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country.”

Bedrosian then called upon 
Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 
who delivered a powerful 
and moving message during 
his brief yet highly-impres-
sive address.

“We can never forget our 
veterans,” Polisena exclaimed 
while noting his former work 
with the Rhode Island Public 
Defenders Office and espe-
cially working with and help-
ing veterans. “There are lots 
of opportunities to volunteer 
and help veterans.”

The mayor also related he’s 
seen homeless veterans who 
are in need, especially of 
medical supplies, food and 
other necessities and he said, 
“I urge you to volunteer; 
please remember -- we can 
NEVER, EVER forget or fail 
our veterans.”

What made the mayor’s 
keynote address even more 
meaningful is when four 
members of Johnston High 
School’s national award-win-
ning chorus delivered a beau-
tiful rendition of the national 
anthem that echoed through 
the still air and epitomized 
the program cover’s message 
and scene: “Let our future re-
member our past.”

In keeping with tradition, 
the special service was held 
on the park’s bandstand 
which is located between two 
beautiful memorial Walls of 
Honor in memory of late 
Johnstonians who paid the 
supreme sacrifice while serv-
ing in our nation’s military 
forces during World War II.

The entire memorial ser-
vice was highlighted by a 
color guard from the Rhode 
Island National Guard con-
sisting of Sgt. Fred Melin, 
SSG Alan Potter, SSG Lindsey 
Arigo and SETI Thomas Ron-
deau.

Even more impressive was 
the Johnston Police Color 

Guard – wearing their parade 
dress – led by Major Thomas 
Dolan (U.S. Army Retired) 
and included Lt. Steve Guil-
mette and Patrolman Charles 
Psilopoulos and were at cen-
ter stage when Destine Costa 
and sang God Bless America.

Major Dolan also did the 
reading “In Flanders Field” 
and was followed by John-
ston Firefighter Adam Pont-
briand having the bell ring-
ing honor when JPD Chief 
Mark Vieira read the names 
of 42 native sons who lost 
their lives in World War II.

Those Johnstonians, who 
were in the U.S. ARMY, are: 
Joseph DiDonato, Anthony 
Russo, Anthony Kwiatkows-
ki, Anthony Riccitelli, Mi-
chael Macera, William R. 
Mills, Harry C. Arnold, An-
thony Ciarlo, William R. 
Thorpe Jr., Joseph R. Searle, 
George G. Harrington and 
Emery O. Picotte, James Pat-
erson, Jr., Alfred A. Chartier, 
Vincent Mongone, Rocco 
Stanish, William F. Hickey, 
Raymond DePetrillo, John A. 
Paglio, Carlo A. Coletti, Leo 
S. Arguien, Raymond J. 
Herther and Walter J. Hager-
ty.

U.S. NAVY: Robert Moran, 
William Richardson, Arthur 
LaPrade, Edwin Carlson, 
James f. Cavanaugh, Ray-
mond B. Smith, Joseph Carr-
ara Jr., Raymond Draper, Al-
fred L. Riccci, George Spink 
and Bernard Pitocco.

U.S. MARINES: Anthony 
“Alien; KOREA: Anthony 
Mazzulla, Army; and John K. 
Buros, Army; VIETNAM: 
Ronald E. Blake, Army; Al-
phonse Maccioni, Marines; 
Andrew J. Wang, Navy and 
John F Bulprit, Army.

There was also the placing 
of the wreath by the JFD and 
RI National Guard doing the 
morning’s gun salute after 
which Ronald Lamoureux, 
Director of Johnston High 
School’s national award-win-
ning Music Department who 
is an accomplished trumpet 
player, played Taps.

The awe-inspiring ceremo-
ny concluded after Amelia 
Almonte sang America the 
Beautiful the JPD Color 
Guard and RI National Guard 
units retired the colors.

OUTSTANDING OFFICIALS: Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. (sixth from left) is joined by Johnston officials 
who took part in Monday’s Memorial Day Service. They are: Al Carnevale, Mike Bedrosian, Linda Fol-
carelli, Deputy Police Chief Matt LeDuc, Police Chief Mark Vieira, Lauren Garzone and Robert Civetti.

CLASSIC CHORUS: 
Johnston High School 
chorus members Vanessa 
Febus, Chelsea Maranhao, 
Katelyn Loffler and Trinity 
Bondin delivered a beauti-
ful rendition of the national 
anthem at Monday’s Me-
morial Day Service.

DYNAMIC DIRECTOR: Ron 
Lamoureux who chairs John-
ston High School’s national 
award-music department had 
the honor of playing Taps a 
Monday’s Memorial Day Ser-
vice.

POLICE PRIDE: JPD Major Thomas Dolan, Sgt. Steve Guilmette and 
Patrolman Charles Psilopoulos added to the color and pageantry of 
Monday’s Johnston Memorial Day Service inside War Memorial Park. 
(Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty

Thank You

Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business
JFC PROPANEALL

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

Visit  cranstonmecu.org
or cal l  401-463-3010.

6-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*4.50%

Opening yours is as easy as
1,  2,  3 cl ick!

 

Local.  Trusted. Secure.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are subject to change without notice and may change monthly. Minimum balance to open is $500. Fees
may reduce earnings on the account. Other conditions�may apply. Federally- insured by National Credit Union Administration.  We do business
in accordance with the Fair Housing Law and Equal Opportunity Credit Act.

A friend to your community for over 75 years.

This amazing rate is  available to everyone!

Limited
Time
Offer

By PETE FONTAINE

Roll Call I: Veterans visiting veter-
ans.

That’s a rather interesting name – ti-
tle if you prefer – for what may have 
been the most unique Memorial Day 
observance in the Johnston Senior 
Center’s storied history.

“You never know what will result 
from table talk at a luncheon,” Richard 
J. DelFino Jr., the JSC’s popular execu-
tive director was saying last week. 
“Today is a perfect example of the ca-
maraderie that goes on every day here 
at the JSC.”

Ever since he took over the JSC reins, 
DelFino spends time with various visi-
tors by stopping by different lunch ta-
bles every day. A few weeks back he 
sat and chatted with a table of eight 
veterans who were sharing stories 
about WWII, Korea and Vietnam.

He discovered that some vets at the 
table had never – ever – visited the 
award-winning Rhode Island Veterans 
Cemetery in Exeter while some hadn’t 
been there in years.

“So, I thought what a great way to 
commemorate Memorial Day by bring-
ing those veterans/JSC members to see 
the picturesque and upgraded ceme-
tery,” DelFino offered. “All the vets 
were excited for what would become a 
trip down memory lane, replete with 
lunch.”

Soon thereafter, what someone sug-
gested should be called “Roll Call Ride 
I” was planned and last Thursday be-
came reality for what DelFino said will 
become part of our tradition here.

The idea became extra special, cour-
tesy of Ron DeSiderato, a long-time 
member of the Rhode Island Italo-
American Club who enjoys JSC lunch-
es and is iconic figure in many veter-
ans’ affairs in the state.

Moreover, DeSiderato is well-known 

for work as a special assistant to the 
last four Rhode Island governors, in-
cluding Gov. Daniel J. McKee.

“Ron was our MVP chaperone-
guide,” DelFino wanted it known. “He 
has a wealth of knowledge and helped 
everyone find family graves they’d 
never seen or been able to fine.”

Such was the case for Linda Anton, 
whose late husband’s name is affixed 
to a memorial wall she’d never seen. 
He did the same for Judy Furtado, 
whose late husband is buried there.

Likewise, DeSiderato explained 
about some of the new monuments 
such as the Gold Star “marvelous mas-
terpiece”, Portuguese Memorial Mon-
ument and RI Elks Monument and ac-
companying stones.

“This entire day has been special,” 
offered Carmino DeRobbio, who 
served with the U.S. Army with Ger-
many from 1961-1964. “And we got 
lunch with the tour.”

The JSC provided freshly made 
chicken salad sandwiches, potato 
chips, chilled water and homemade-
like chocolate chip cookies from BJ’s 
Wholesale Club and DelFino received 
praise – and thank yous –from every-
one for driving the bus and arranging 
the historic day.

The unique event, which DelFino 
said “has set the stage for other bus 
trips included Jerry J. Allore, who 
served on three U.S. Navy Aircraft 
Carriers from 1959-1964; Nick DiTatr, 
US Army in Germany from 1952-54; 
Vin DeLisi, US Air Force in Germany 
from 1960-78; Victor Colella US Army 
Air Corps in German from 19412-4; 
DeSiderato, U.S. Army Reserves76H 
Training Division before his storied 
stay with four RI governors.

JSC luncheon regulars Robert Del-
Fino and Paul Giarrusso were also part 
of the unique tour which will probably 
double next time around.

VISTING VETS: Among those Johnston Senior Center members who visited the RI 
Veterans Cemetery in commemoration with Memorial Day are Carmino DeRobbio, 
Jerry J. Allore, Nick DiTatr, Vin Delisi, Vistor Colellekl Ron DeSiderato, Robert Del-
Fino, Paul Giarusso, Judy Furtado and Linda Anton. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fon-
taine)

Veterans visiting veterans
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JOHNSTON

Sincere apologies to 
anyone who felt 
demeaned that I had 
drawn a boy saluting 
with the wrong arm in 
a Memorial Day car-
toon published last 
week. It was not my 
intention to disrespect 
anyone who served to 
protect our freedoms. 
The source photo I 
used as a reference was 
reversed evidently and I’m ashamed to say I didn’t notice. I hope all the 
fine men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military can for-
give this artist’s lack of attention.   -Charlie Hall. I personally add the 
apologies of this newspaper for failing to detect the error and correcting 
it before publication. John Howell, publisher

Sincere apologies
Schools need resources, 
not simply more police

In considering whether or not a 
fledgling advocacy group calling for 

at least one armed police officer to be 
placed in every school in Rhode Island 
has real merit and is worthy of a $24 mil-
lion estimated annual price tag for tax-
payers, it is important to establish a few 
foundational truths.

Their proposal, at face value, seems 
hard to argue with. Violence perpetrated 
by radical domestic terrorists (call them 
what they are) has become a near week-
ly-occurrence in America, and all too 
often they choose our nation’s most in-
nocent citizens (children) as their vic-
tims. Who would argue against funding 
a means to prevent further school shoot-
ings?

While we’re not necessarily arguing 
against the notion that an armed police 
officer housed within a school building 
could possibly prevent a future tragedy, 
we’re not entirely convinced of that as-
sumption either. Unfortunately, in mod-
ern America we’ve been given two spe-
cific examples within 10 months of one 
another — one of which directly sup-
ports the theory that police can make 
schools safer, and the other which con-
tradicts it.

In March, officers in Nashville re-
sponded to an active shooter and neu-
tralized the perpetrator within literal 
minutes of arriving on scene. Their ac-
tions were universally heralded as a 
textbook example of precise, disciplined 
police work, and if one of those officers 
had been located in the school at the 
time the incident began, it certainly 
seems likely they may have been able to 
prevent that tragedy from occurring at 
all.

But 10 months prior, in Uvalde, the 
world learned with outrage how local 
law enforcement could so horribly botch 
an active shooter situation, resulting in 
19 elementary students and two teach-
ers being killed. Additionally, in Park-
land in 2018, a resource officer was on 
duty at the school, and still the gunman 
was able to carry out their horrid plan 
when that officer failed in their sworn 
duty.

All of this is to say that, outside of 
emotional arguments and a desire for 
feeling comfort in light of a situation that 
feels increasingly hopeless, having a 
police officer in a building may or may 

not have any actual impact on the safety 
of students within those buildings.

What we do know, from decades of 
School Resource Officers (SROs) being 
federally funded and placed within 
schools throughout the country, is that 
the implementation and training of 
those SROs means absolutely every-
thing.

When advocates call for “cops” in 
schools, they should specify that they 
want an officer whose primary job is not 
to “police” the school building. Research 
has shown that such implementation 
results in situations where the officer — 
who realistically isn’t going to have an 
active threat to respond to often, or ever 
— will find other ways to fill their time 
and justify their presence. And unfortu-
nately, that has often meant the policing 
of students (inordinately minority stu-
dents, the ACLU has found) for small 
offenses that would have otherwise been 
dealt with internally by school adminis-
tration and parents, and contributes to 
the creation of a tense, distrusting envi-
ronment that is not beneficial for learn-
ing.

On the flip side, in many places SROs 
are celebrated members of the school 
community who contribute overwhelm-
ingly positively to the school experience, 
fostering better relationships between 
youth and law enforcement while not 
focusing on trying to shovel kids into 
the prison industrial complex.

However, in budget-conscious Rhode 
Island, the price tag will be the real issue 
keeping this concept from being real-
ized. A lot of good could be done — pro-
grams funded, leaks fixed, teachers 
hired, etc. — with an additional $24 mil-
lion a year in funding.

And in our view, these are both valid 
concerns to exercise caution over this 
idea.

Before any legislator even considers 
finding that money, they should be con-
vinced that such a program would have 
a rigorous screening process to ensure 
they would be placing good people in 
schools who have the adequate training 
in active threat response, have the neces-
sary empathy to perform a stressful job 
around children, and who want to be-
come a part of their school community, 
rather than an armed warden oversee-
ing it.

To the Editor,

The Rhode Island Lottery’s objection 
to proposed state legislation that would 
legalize online gambling in the Ocean 
State totally misses the larger point.  The 
main issue should not be how much rev-
enue RI might gain from online gam-
bling.  Instead, it should be how many 
more Rhode Island children will suffer 
from their parents’ far easier ability to 
gamble away family resources. 

How many children will go hungry 
because a father sits at his home com-
puter at midnight and gambles away 
that week’s grocery money?  Instead of 
making it somewhat difficult for that fa-
ther to leave his children and drive 30 
miles roundtrip to gamble away the 
food budget, we intend to make it as 
easy as sitting at a kitchen counter?

How many children will be forced 

from their homes due to foreclosures or 
missed rent payments because a mother 
decides to use her cell phone in bed to 
spin slot machines and lose that month’s 
mortgage or rent payment--a mother 
who would never leave her children to 
take a midnight drive to Lincoln or Ti-
verton but because of the ease of online 
gambling loses her children’s home?

The measly $42 million per year in in-
creased state revenue Bally’s has dan-
gled before our legislators pales in com-
parison to the costs Ocean State children 
and taxpayers will endure because of 
online gambling.  

Our legislators need to realize that 
behind every shiny object flashed before 
them hides a usually much greater cost.

Lonnie Barham
Warwick  

Greater costs of online gamblingTo the Editor,
I’ve enjoyed Mr. Fowl-

er’s reviews over the years, 
even if it was for a film or 
local play I wouldn’t nor-
mally see (and on rare oc-
casion went to see because 
of the review).

One surprise, and odd 
coincidence was his recent 
review of an item from 
that vast sea of streaming 
choices-Netflix’s Queen 
Cleopatra ‘miniseries’.

My wife & I had been 
looking for something dif-
ferent just the week before 
and stumbled across that 
piece. For the next 3 hours, 
we sat enthralled watch-
ing it. I agree with the re-
view, it was an excellent 
piece!

Thank you!
Dale Miller

Netflix piece lived 
up to its review
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Sloping position
 5.  Descendant of a notable family
 10.  Following accepted norms
 12.  Root vegetable
 14.  Having a shape that reduces drag 

from air
 16.  Integrated circuit
 18.  Records electric currents of the heart
 19.  Used to anoint
 20.  Japanese city
 22.  After B
 23.  Muffles
 25.  Pass over
 26.  Vase
 27.  Soft touch
 28.  A baglike structure in a plant or 

animal
 30.  Patti Hearst’s captors
 31.  Israeli politician
 33.  Degrade
 35.  Type of wrap
 37.  Polyurethane fabric
 38.  Avoids capture
 40.  Vegetarians avoid it
 41.  Decay
 42.  Soviet Socialist Republic

 44.  Vessel to bathe in
 45.  Inches per minute (abbr.)
 48.  Frosts
 50.  Dipped into
 52.  Controversial replay system in soccer
 53.  Comforts
 55.  Needed for yoga
 56.  Ands/__
 57.  South Dakota
 58.  Printing system
 63.  Dramatic works set to music
 65.  Highest points
 66.  Social division
 67.  Used to treat Parkinson’s disease

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Hill or rocky peak
 2.  Initial public offering
 3.  Type of light
 4.  Test
 5.  Flaky coverings
 6.  Former NFLer Newton
 7.  Part of the eye
 8.  Roman god of the underworld
 9.  Negative
 10.  Indiana pro basketball player
 11.  Replaces lost tissue

 13.  Denotes one from whom title is taken
 15.  Historic college hoops tournament
 17.  Hut by a swimming pool
 18.  Defunct European monetary unit
 21.  Feeds on insects
 23.  Adult male
 24.  Melancholic
 27.  Sheets of glass
 29.  Slang for famous person
 32.  Not good
 34.  “Ghetto Superstar” singer
 35.  The “World” is one
 36.  Used to make guacamole
 39.  Midway between south and southwest
 40.  Wet dirt
 43.  Ancient Egyptian name
 44.  Set of four
 46.  Strips
 47.  Wife
 49.  More dried-up
 51.  Socially inept person
 54.  Clusters on fern fronds
 59.  Bar bill
 60.  Prefix indicating “away from”
 61.  Very important person
 62.  Fiddler crabs
 64.  Special therapy

Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

LegaL NoticesLegaL
Notices

Public Auction
Legal Notice

Form of notice under RI General 
laws 39-12.1 to 12.1-15

To: TD BANK 40 DANBURY RD 
WILTON,CT 06897, ENVIRO 
EXPRESS 555 WORDIN AVE 
BRIDGEPORT,CT 06605   A public 
auction will be held at 100 South 
Street Johnston RI on JUNE 10, 
2023 at 900 am. The vehicle a 2011 
KW  3WKDDW9X5BF291593  be-
longing to the above. the auction 
being held is to satisfy towing and 
storage fees.

3/2/23

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

By RORY SCHULER

The smallest state’s 
smallest police depart-
ments may be in store for 
a big chunk of federal 
funding.

On Monday, May 15, at 
Warwick Police Head-
quarters, Rhode Island 
Rep. Seth Magaziner (D-2) 
announced his co-spon-
sorship of the Invest to 
Protect Act, “a bill to in-
vest $50 million per year 
in training, recruitment, 
and mental health re-
sources for small and 
mid-sized police depart-
ments,” according to a 
press release from his of-
fice. 

Warwick Mayor Frank 
Picozzi and Warwick Po-
lice Chief Col. Bradford 
Connor joined Magaziner 
for the morning an-
nouncement.

Magaziner said the bill 
has bi-partisan support, 
and will reserve at least 
$50 million per year “spe-
cifically for small and me-
dium-sized law enforce-
ment agencies, defined as 
law enforcement agencies 
with less than 200 sworn 
officers.”

“In the Second Congres-
sional District that I repre-
sent, every single one of 
the 20 communities that is 
in the second district, ex-
cept for Providence, qual-
ify for this … funding,” he 
explained. 

“If passed, almost every 
police department in the 
Second Congressional 
District would be eligible 
for funding, including 
Warwick, Cranston, East 
Greenwich, Coventry, 
Johnston, Burrillville, and 
more,” according to Mag-
aziner’s press release.

“In recent years, law en-
forcement has faced many 
challenges such as recruit-
ment and retention issues 
resulting in staffing short-
ages and officer wellness 
concerns,” said Johnston 
Police Chief Mark A. Viei-
ra. “The Invest to Protect 
Act will offer resources for 
training and assistance al-
lowing for smaller law en-
forcement agencies, such 
as the Johnston Police De-
partment, to effectively 
recruit, train, and retain 
officers while providing 
access to mental health 
services. The valuable law 
enforcement training of-
fered by this grant pro-
gram includes de-escala-
tion, domestic violence 
response, and officer safe-
ty programs.” 

The $50 million in an-
nual funding, for five 
years, would be spread 
throughout the nation. 
Local police departments 
will need to apply for the 
funding.

The funding will sup-
port police departments 
via three key initiatives: 
investing in officer safety, 
de-escalation, and domes-
tic violence response 
training; create grants for 
small departments to re-
cruit new officers, provide 
retention bonuses to keep 
their existing officers, and 
fund officers’ tuition for 
graduate studies in men-
tal health, public health, 
and social work up to 
$10,000; and allow depart-
ments to provide mental 
health resources for their 
officers.

“These training initia-
tives will help ensure 
smaller municipalities 
have the support and re-
sources necessary to serve 
their communities,” Viei-

ra said. “The Rhode Is-
land law enforcement 
community commends 
Congressman Magaziner 
for co-sponsoring this bill 
and recognizing the value 
of investing in local police 
departments to keep our 
communities safe.”

The press conference 
also kicked off a week-
long recognition of local 
law enforcement.

“National Police Week 
is a time for us all to thank 
the brave members of law 
enforcement who put 
their lives on the line ev-
ery single day to keep our 
communities safe,” Maga-
ziner said. “I’m proud to 
announce my support for 
the Invest to Protect Act, 
which will deliver critical 
federal funding for Rhode 
Island police departments 
to ensure the safety of 
frontline officers and con-
tinue to keep our cities 
and towns secure.”

Picozzi took over the 
lectern following Maga-
ziner’s initial remarks. 

“My greatest responsi-
bly as Mayor is ensuring 
public safety,” Picozzi 
said. “The Invest to Pro-
tect Act will go a long way 
to help recruit, train and 
retain police officers. I 
want to thank Congress-
man Magaziner for his ef-
forts and dedication to 
support public safety.”

Connor spoke next, 
voicing his support for the 
legislation.

“The Invest to Protect 
Act that is being co-spon-
sored by U. S. Representa-
tive Seth Magaziner falls 
directly in line with our 
commitment to provide 
quality policing by re-
cruiting the finest candi-
dates and then providing 
them with up to date 
training in the area of of-
ficer safety, de-escalation 
and domestic violence re-
sponse,” Connor said. “If 
passed, this bill would 
positively enhance polic-
ing for mid-size agencies 
like the Warwick Police 
Department.”

Magaziner pledges big 
funding support for smaller 

RI police departments 

INVEST TO PROTECT: Rhode Island Rep. Seth Magaziner (D-2) joined Warwick 
Mayor Frank Picozzi and Warwick Police Chief Col. Bradford Connor to announce 
his co-sponsorship of the Invest to Protect Act, “a bill to invest $50 million per year 
in training, recruitment, and mental health resources for small and mid-sized police 
departments.” (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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The JHS Annual Art Show returned as an in-person 
event for the first time since the pandemic began. Ap-
proximately one hundred students, families, Johnston 
Public School staff, and administrators came out to see 
the May 3 show.

The Art Department, which has doubled in size over 
the past five years, now offers more types of classes and 
pathways where student can specialize within the vi-
sual arts, according to Kerry L. Murphy, Art Teacher, 
Fine Arts Co-Chair at Johnston Senior High School.

Members of the community enjoyed talking about the 
work with the students, while listening to music and 
snacking on light refreshment. It was a meaningful ex-
perience for all involved.

Art Show better 
in real life

FAMILY AFFAIR: Christopher Alves poses for a photo with his family.

TAKING IN THE SHOW: Two-Dimensional Art IV students: Steffi Rotella (Honors), 
Linda Echeverria (Honors), Hannah Calabro, and Cameron Vanstone stop for a 
photo in the midst of viewing the work of their peers.

ART APART: Dianna Droukas, a senior, poses with 
a friend at the art show.

TWO-D: Kalina Bonetti and Jenna Aucone are Two-Di-
mensional Art IV students representing the Junior 
Class.

When Troop 20 Eagle Scout 
Candidate Luke DaPonte 
found the Highland Memorial 
Cemetery, where he had been 
placing flags for the past 5 
years, does not have a record of 
all of the veterans buried there 
he decided to do something 
about it.

Throughout his scouting ex-
perience, DaPonte vowed to 
make it his goal to document 
the veterans buried there and 
create a spreadsheet for the 
cemetery to help families to lo-
cate their lost ones.

On Saturday and Sunday, 
Luke organized a group of 
scouts, family and friends to 
help him walk the cemetery, 
section by section, and collect 
the names and location of vet-

erans. He will then work with 
the scouts to create a spread 
sheet for the cemetery to assist 
families in locating their loved 
ones.

“One thing we learned 
through this process”, Luke 
said,  “not every veteran has 
markings on their grave.” Mul-
tiple families  approached the 
troop about their family mem-
ber not receiving a flag. The 
troop asked for the information 
about their loved one and gave 
them a flag to place themselves. 

DaPonte is hopeful  these 
families will contact their local 
VFW to request a veteran 
plaque to be placed at the grave 
site so that the troop will make 
sure the scouts don’t miss them 
in the future.

Luke DaPonte documents cemetery burials as Eagle Scout project

EAGLE CANDIDATE AT 
WORK: Troop 20 Eagle 
Scout Candidate Luke Da-
Ponte gives scouts direc-
tions on how best to docu-
ment veterans buried at 
Highland Memorial Ceme-
tery. (Photos courtesy of 
Susan DeAthos, Troop 20 
Boy Scouts Assistant 
Scoutmaster)

On Saturday, May 27th, Troop 20 Boy Scouts and 
Pack 20 Cub Scouts honored those veterans that are 
no longer with us by holding a memorial service and 
placing flag on the graves. This is the 6th Memorial 
Day that the Scouts have honored those we have 
lost. Scouts placed more than 1,400 flags  on the 
graves at the Highland Memorial Cemetery in John-
ston. Pictured the troop and cubs gather to place 
flags. (Photo courtesy of Susan DeAthos)

1,400 Memorial 
Day flags
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ATLANTIC TROPHY 
NOW HIRING  -  FULL TIME

 We are willing to train the ideal applicant in all aspects of the
Award & Apparel Industries if you are looking for long term
employment, are capable of working without supervision, can
lift 40lbs, have a valid drivers license, and are motivated to learn
something new everyday.  Starting pay $15/hr with reviews
at 90 days and 6 months.  We have been located at the same 
1010 Tiogue Ave location for 25 Years, but please call for a brief 
phone interview before coming in to fill out an application. 
We look forward to hearing from you today! (401) 823-7230

Coventry’s Original Screen Printing & Embroidery Shop
 is Looking to Hire a Full Time Production Specialist
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C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

its authenticity.”
He adjusted the wiring 

rigged to the artwork’s 
subtle lighting accents.

“At the same time, while 
feeling ‘real,’ I have a very 
caricature-like style with 
how the people, places, 
and situations are present-
ed that make it campier 
and more fun,” Mollicone 
said. “It's as if everything 
feels slightly off, but it still 
makes sense within the 
piece.”

A Johnston native and 
resident, Mollicone just 
earned his undergraduate 
degree at Rhode Island 
College (RIC). As a studio 
art major, he won this 
year's Senior Award for his 
sculpture, titled “Mousy’s 
Bar.”

“He's also an avid cine-
phile who has worked as a 
production assistant on a 
number of commercials, 
film productions and a TV 
pilot in both Rhode Island 
and Boston,” wrote John 
Taraborelli, Director of 
Communications & Public 
Relations for RIC. “Mi-
chael has already been ac-
cepted into our master's 
program in art education 
for the fall, and we know 
he's going to go on to do 
great things.”

Mollicone’s work has 
impressed members of the 
RIC faculty, including Pro-
fessor of Art William Mar-
tin, who specializes in 
sculpture.

“I had Michael as a stu-
dent in all of my 3-D foun-
dations courses,” Martin 
said. “He was one of the 

best students in the class. 
He had the most interest-
ing interpretations of the 
assignments I gave and he 
exhibited an extra level of 
independence and ambi-
tion early on.”

Mollicone created 
“Mousy’s Bar” during the 
Fall 2022 semester. 

"As we came back to 
class from COVID, I had 
him in my metalworking 
and woodworking classes, 
where he experimented 
with different materials,” 
Martin recalled. “He took 
a lot of ceramics and a lot 
of sculpture courses. He 
was a really terrific stu-
dent and continued to do 
really creative interpreta-
tions of whatever I asked. 
So, I wasn’t surprised, as 
he continued on into his 
upper-level classes, that he 
turned out to be such a 
great student and ended 
up winning the Senior 
Award.”

Mollicone gave a tour of 
Mousy’s last week, as he 
made the final adjustments 
to his exhibition in RIC’s 
Alex & Ani Hall. 

“I love great stories, 
movies, anything narra-
tive,” Mollicone said. 
“With this piece especially, 
I have several small narra-
tives for people to latch on 
to. It's really an ensemble 
piece, no interaction really 
overpowers another. It's 
great when I hear people 

talking about it because 
everyone always latches 
on to something different.”

The setting and its char-
acters have loose roots 
wrapped around old 
memories from a family 
restaurant Mollicone visit-
ed as a child.

“I will say that the old 
man playing cards in the 
back is someone I see as 
Mousy’s uncle,” Mollicone 
said. “I hint to that a little 
bit in the restaurant. 
There’s a large family pic-
ture on the wall in the 
main room where there’s a 
younger version of that 
man painted in. That was 
just a small detail I added 
more for myself. If anyone 
ever noticed I’d be really 
surprised.”

A campaign poster’s 
hung on the barroom wall, 
urging patrons to “Elect 
Russo” (a reference to one 
of Mollicone’s relatives, 
Ralph aRusso). 

When he’s not in the art 
studio, Mollicone can of-
ten be found on an Ocean 
State film set.

“He had been working 
on movie production 
crews in Providence and 
actually ended up taking a 
semester break to work on 
a crew,” Martin recalled. 
“When he came back, he 
really threw himself into 
making these much more 
theatrical, movie-set-like 
pieces. He had these note-

books full of these very 
expressive faces/charac-
ters. His sculptures were 
settings of people interact-
ing. They were a combina-
tion of his Italian family 
background — his experi-
ences of Italian American 
clubs and growing up in 
Johnston — as well as the 
expressive characters in 
his sketch books and his 
movie production work.”

Mollicone has been try-
ing to build his artistic 
voice — his signature.

“The pieces that he 
makes are both captivating 
and humorous,” Martin 
said. “They really draw 
you in and you begin to 
imagine who these charac-
ters. He does a really good 
job of bringing together all 
of his influences. The piec-
es on exhibit in the gallery 
here are a combination of 
everything he was ex-
posed to for the last four 
years.”

Most of the stories un-
raveling at Mousy’s Bar 
exist solely in the mind of 
the beholder.

“There are some cases 
that I’ve given stories to 
the characters to help de-
velop them more in order 
for me to put them in the 
space,” Mollicone said. 
“However, I try not to give 
a lot of that away … That 
way everyone can enjoy 
their own version of it 
when they see it.”

WHERE EVERYONE KNOWS YOUR NAME: The patrons existing inside 
Mousy’s Bar carry weighty experience in their expressions and posture. The 
true stories behind each room at Mousy’s is up to the viewer, according to art-
ist Mike Mollicone.

MIXED MEDIA: Mike Mollicone, of Johnston, has been accepted into RIC’s mas-
ter’s program in art education for the fall semester.

■ Mousy’s
(Continued from page 1)
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FT. MYERS

MINNEAPOLIS/ST.PAUL

CHICAGO O’HARE
CHICAGO MIDWAY

CINCINNATI

ATLANTA

CHARLOTTE

NEWARK
PHILADELPHIA

BALTIMORE
WASHINGTON 

NATIONAL
WASHINGTON 

DULLES

ORLANDO

TAMPA

PUNTA GORDA
WEST PALM BEACH

FT. LAUDERDALE

RHODE ISLAND T. F. GREEN 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (PVD) 

FT. MYERS

NORFOLK

DETROIT

NASHVILLE

MIAMI

JACKSONVILLE

LOS ANGELES

COLUMBUS

RICHMOND

NEW YORK LA GUARDIA
PITTSBURGH

NEW ORLEANS

ORANGE COUNTY

Nonstop Flight

Direct Flight

CHARLESTON

RALEIGH/DURHAM

SARASOTA

SANTO DOMINGO,
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Learn more at
FlyRI.com

Yes, you can get there from here!
Now serving 30 nonstop destinations.

Why fly from Rhode Island T. F. Green International Airport 
to 30 cities? Let’s count the reasons: great low fares, 

affordable on-site parking, incredible customer service, 
plus all the airport amenities you could ever want.

DAILY - WEEKLY - MONTHLY
SERVICED & SANITIZED WEEKLY

946-0700
26 Green Hill Rd., Johnston

Lic. #586

• Construction Sites
• Special Events
• Private & Public Functions
• Handicap & Deluxe UnitsPORTABLE RESTROOMS INC.

Scituate
If you want to dine and 

listen to music with a class 
act, then attend a venue 
with Steve Palumbo sing-
ing his popular American 
music, from Michael Bu-
ble’, Harry Connick Jr. , 
Andrea Bocelli, Elvis, 
Bobby Darin and more…

Well, my wife and I 
were dining at Luigi’s 
Restaurant and I said to 
her, this guy is great, let’s 
talk to him and I will do 
an article on him. He was 
a gentleman to speak with 
and we felt a sincere im-
mediate connection. He 
probably will be doing an 

event of my non-profit.
Steve is 51 years old, 

lives in Smithfield and has 
a long history of singing 
at different venues. He 
sang for many cruise lines, 
casinos, weddings, restau-
rants and personal ap-
pearances when called on.

What is real amazing is 
that he has his own nine 
piece band called “Steve 
Palumbo All-Stars.

Well, Steve has made 
appearance in the United 
Kingdom and has sang for 
Tony Bennett with Tony’s 
live band.

Now you can listen to 

him and his band on June 
3, 2023 at The Park The-
atre in Cranston, Rhode 
Island. We are going as 
well.

All I can say is that this 
type of entertainment is 
hard to find. You would 
have to travel some dis-
tance to get this type of 
concert experience. Steve 
would really enjoy having 
you at this event. Join him 
at:

The Park Theatre by 
calling the box office @ 
955-7275 to attend

The Rat Pack Concert 
on June 3rd, 2023, 8:00 pm

Steven Palumbo sings at 
Luigi’s, The Rat Pack is next

■ Budget
(Continued from page 1)

adhered to under either Polisena admin-
istration.

“In accordance with Town Charter, 
Town Council should have been given a 
first draft of the budget proposed by 
April 1,” Civetti reiterated on May 24. 
“To be honest with you, it’s dishearten-
ing that we have elected officials that are 
attorneys and they think it’s OK to vio-
late the Town Charter. It’s our governing 
document until it’s revised.”

For now, Polisena Jr. said he’s waiting 
on the school department.

“We just received the results of the re-
valuation from Vision last week,” Polise-
na wrote. “To date, we’ve substantially 
completed the revenue portion of the 
budget and are just waiting (for) the ex-
pense side, mainly from the school de-
partment. The Town cannot do its budget 
without first having a budget from the 
school department.”

Johnston Schools Superintendent Ber-
nard DiLullo Jr. said school officials have 
already discussed their budgeting needs 
with town officials.

“We have followed the process of 
meeting with Town officials to present 
what funding the school department 
may need for FY 2024,” DiLullo wrote via 
email last Monday. “We have been work-
ing with the Mayor and Finance Director 
to project the possible Town appropria-
tion so that we may finalize our budget.”

When asked how much more the 
School Department may need over last 
year’s request, he replied, “We don't 
have a firm number yet but continue to 
work on it.”

Polisena clarified that “it’s against the 
law to give schools less than their previ-
ous year’s budget.”

He said that the school department has 
“not asked for a specific number from the 
Town yet.”

According to Civetti, the administra-
tion gave all department heads in town 
clear budgetary deadlines.

“All departments were instructed to 
have their budgets into the Finance Di-
rector by the middle of March and it’s my 
understanding they each complied,” 
Civetti said. 

Last year, when the former Mayor Jo-
seph M. Polisena (the current mayor’s 
father) was balancing his sixteenth and 
final town budget, he and school officials 
were tasked with reconciling a sizeable 
projected school funding deficit (around 
$1.3 million).

Increased state funding helped bail out 
the budget process, and ultimately, in 
July 2022, the town unanimously passed 
the more than $120 million budget with a 
small tax decrease, after the fiscal year 
had already begun.

For this year, Polisena said the first 
glimpse the public and Town Council 
will receive of his first proposed budget 
will be in June, just prior to the current 
budget’s expiration. 

“Same as always,” Polisena wrote last 
week. “We will have the public hearing 
in June.”

“I think the council and the public de-
serves the chance to go through the bud-

get and not just have it jammed down 
their throat at the last minute,”Civetti 
said. 

Neighboring towns and cities have al-
ready held multiple budget hearings. 
The mayors of Warwick and Cranston 
have rolled out their proposed budgets. 

“We should have had workshops and 
public meetings where we could have 
discussed the proposed budget with de-
partment heads,” Civetti said in an inter-
view on Wednesday, May 24. “And we 
should be getting ready to approve it. 
The Town of North Providence approved 
their budget last night. The Town of 
Smithfield had a meeting earlier this 
week. West Warwick approved their 
budget last Thursday night. All these 
communities, their councils have been 
able to review the budget proposed by 
their administrations.”

Last year, Town Council received the 
final proposed budget in mid-July, just 
days before they were tasked with ap-
proving it.

“If we’re doing something wrong, we 
should correct it,” Civetti said. “I strong-
ly believe we should be complying with 
our Charter … Generally, the directors of 
each department should have the ability 
to come before the Town Council. And 
the Town Council should be able to dis-
cuss this with department heads.

Polisena was asked the following two 
questions regarding the budgetary pro-
cess in town, and the budget’s late public 
release and subsequent quick adoption:

“How can the public weigh in? How 
can Town Council vet the budget before 
voting if they see it and approve it at the 
last minute?”

Polisena replied: “I am following the 
same budget practice that’s been fol-
lowed for decades. There is one councilor 
out of five that has a problem with it. 
This is the same person who’s been on 
the council for the past eight years and 
followed this same process each of those 
eight years but now all the sudden has an 
issue with it. Same process — just a dif-
ferent administration. Residents are 
smart, they can read patterns and in be-
tween the lines.”

Town Council President Robert V. Rus-
so responded to requests for comment on 
Tuesday, May 23.

“To date it is my understanding the 
town administration has yet to receive 
the school budget,” Russo wrote via 
email. “As you are aware the school de-
partment receives over half of the town 
budget so their proposed budget has a 
big impact on the town’s final budget. I 
cannot comment as to when the school 
budget will be ready. Based on the new 
state mandated reassessments the tax 
rates typically are reduced to off-set any 
increase in additional value placed on 
properties.  Once the school committee 
finalizes their budget they will transmit it 
to the Mayor’s office and the Mayor’s fi-
nance staff along with the mayor will 
prepare the final budget draft for submis-
sion to the council. The Council tradition-
ally has its budget public hearing toward 
the end of June.  By then state revenue 
figures should be in and the council will 
have time to review for any adjustments 
necessary on the budget submitted.”
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

Have you been in search a puppy to join your 
family? Well there are so many pups of all 
shapes, sizes and mixed breeds waiting at 
Heart of RI. To see more photos please visit 
www.heartofri.org or call 401-467-3670. They 
are all adorable and will be waiting to hopefully 
go home with you!! 

Puppies!

If you have been thinking of adopting 
or know of an animal in need, 

please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Advertise
today!

Call 732-3100

Sun Rise Staff Reports

June 1
Neighborhood Watch Walk

On June 1 at 5:30 P.M. at the Tri-County Community 
Action Agency parking, a group will meet for its “first 
walk of the season.” 

In an online post, Johnston Police urged residents to 
attend an upcoming Neighborhood Watch Walk.

“We are pleased to invite residents of District 2 to 
take part in Councilwoman Lauren Garzone’s 2023 
Neighborhood Watch Walk!” Johnston Police an-
nounced on their Facebook Page. “This program aims 
to create open lines of communication, strengthen com-
munity bonds, and promote a sense of pride in our 
town. Participants in this event will have the opportu-
nity to meet neighbors, develop relationships, and 
contribute to the safety of our community.”

Johnston Police said that “the Neighborhood Watch 
Walk is an initiative that combines community-oriented 
policing with informative walking tours and meet-
ings.”

June 2 
Farewell to Daniel D. Waterman Elementary School

June 2, from 5 – 8 p.m., there will be a farewell cele-
bration at Waterman Elementary School, 722 Pontiac 
Ave, Cranston.  There will be a DJ, food trucks, photo 
booth and much more.  Come and enjoy the celebration 
and share the memories.  This event is open to the com-
munity.  Spread the word! 

June 3
Free Car Seat Check & Touch a Truck Event 

On Saturday, June 3, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., South 
County Health will host a free car seat check and touch-
a-truck event. Members of the South Kingstown Police 
Department, trained in Child Passenger Safety, will 
provide free car seat installation checks. This is a conve-
nient opportunity for community members to ensure 
that they are using the right car seat, with the right in-
stallation, for their children’s ages and sizes. Other 
family-friendly activities will include: face painting, 
touch-a-truck, and guided tours of South County Hos-
pital’s award-winning Birthing Units.

June 9 
Cranston High East Class of ‘73 Reunion 
On Friday, June 9 at 6 p.m., Cranston High School 

East, Class of 1973 will hold its 50th Year Reunion on at 
the Valley Country Club, 251 New London Avenue, 
Warwick. Cash bar: 6 – 7 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. $75 
per person.  For more information, contact:  AC 401-
559-6627.

June 10 
Funny 4 Funds Comedy Night Fundraiser 

Saturday, June 10, at 7 p.m., the Rhode Island Canine 
Search and Rescue, will hold the Funny 4 Funds Com-
edy Night Fundraiser, at the Warwick Knights of Co-
lumbus, 474 Sandy Lane. Doors open at 6 p.m. Event 
starts at 7 p.m. $25/person. Raffles, 50/50 and auctions. 
Sponsor opportunities available. RICSAR is a non-
profit 501c(3) search and rescue team. Our focus is to 
ensure that the families of the missing will be reunited. 
For links to more information or tickets, ricsar.org, or 
email ricsar.treas@gmail.com.

June 10 
Rummage Sale Phillips Memorial Baptist Church
Saturday, June 10, from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Phillips Me-

morial Baptist Church, 565 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston, 
will be holding a Rummage Sale. Clothing, shoes, 
household items, linen, garden tools, games.  Nice, 
slightly used items at low prices.  For more informa-
tion:  401-467-3300.  The church is handicap accessible.

June 15 
Track & Field Registration Deadline

Now thru June 15 is the time to register for Johnston 
Youth Track & Field. The Johnston Recreation Depart-
ment is also looking for volunteer coaches and spon-
sors. Register your child and get involved in the com-
munity.  Anyone interested in signing up can stop by 
the Johnston Recreation Office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. The program costs $65 
per individual, and $40 for each additional sibling. 
Checks and money orders are accepted (checks should 
be made payable to JYSA). The program is available to 
boys and girls currently in grades 1-8. For more infor-
mation (including schedules, registration forms, and 
more) go to johnstonrec.com. 

June 18
Annual Rochambeau Strawberry Biscuit Tea

June 18, from 6 – 8 p.m., The Cranston Historical So-
ciety will hold its 22nd Annual Rochambeau Strawber-
ry biscuit Tea at the Joy Homestead to celebrate the 
242nd Anniversary of the March to Victory of General 
Rochambeau.  Rochambeau led his French forces of 
King Louis XVI through Cranston, Scituate and Coven-
try on June 18, 1781, on his way to join General Wash-
ington to defeat the British at Yorktown.  Enjoy an 

evening of pleasantries and tea with homemade bis-
cuits & strawberries. $5 donation. Reservations re-
quired.  (401) 944-9226. 

June 23 
Johnston High School Class of ‘73 Reunion 

Friday, June 23, at 6 p.m., The Inspiration of ‘73 will 
celebrate its 50th year reunion.  It will be held at the 
Valley Country Club, 251 New London Ave., Warwick. 
Cocktails:  6 – 7 p.m. and Dinner: 7 p.m.  $80 per person.  
There will be live music.  If you are in contact with any 
classmates, spread the word. For more information, 
check out the JHS Class of 1973 Facebook page or call 
Donna at 401-497-9292.

June 24
Strawberry Festival 

On Saturday, June 24 from 12 – 4 p.m., Smith’s Castle, 
55 Richard Smith Drive, North Kingstown, invites the 
public to celebrate their annual Strawberry Festival. 
This family friendly event will feature once again pup-
peteer Dan Butterworth, as well as pop singer Jesse Li-
am. Plenty of colonial games, activities, and crafts will 
be provided as well as pony rides for children. Vendors 
will be on-site, and they will be selling their famous 
strawberry shortcake as well as plants for the garden. A 
special exhibit will feature collections from the Narra-
gansett Bay Quilt Association. Admission to Strawber-
ry Festival is $10 per adult, $8 for seniors and military, 
$6 for children over 6 years of age. Family Cap is $25. 
For more information: www.smithscastle.org or 401-
294-3521.

July 22
The Prout School Class of 1973 Reunion

July 22, at 12 p.m., The Prout School Class of 1973 will 
hold its 50th reunion at The Prout School, 4640 Tower 
Hill Road in South Kingstown.  All 1973 graduates are 
cordially invited to attend. For further information, 
1973 graduate alumni are asked to join the Facebook 
Group “Prout Class of 1973,” or contact Mary Paolino 
at mary.paolino@yahoo.com.

July 30
Warwick Veterans/TollGate High School 

Class of 1973 Reunion 
Sunday, July 30 at 6 p.m., Warwick Veterans Memo-

rial High School/TollGate High School Class of 1973 
will hold its 50th Year Reunion at the Valley Country 
Club, 251 New London Ave, Warwick. Cocktails 6 p.m., 
Dinner 7 p.m. $50 per person. Checks payable to “Vet-
sTollGate Class of 1973” can be sent to Ms. Judy Snow, 
29 Oberlin Dr. Warwick 02886. Contact us at Clas-
sOf73VetsTollgate@gmail.com with any questions. 

January 1 – June 31 
St. Francis Xavier Academy Scholarship Applications 

The St. Francis Xavier Academy Alumnae Associa-
tion is accepting scholarship applications from Jan. 1, 
until July 31. Forms are available on their two Facebook 
pages, by mail at SXA. P.O. Box 20452, Cranston, 02920, 
or contact a board member.

Events at Mohr Library
Tuesday, June 20, “Read Across Rhode Island” pro-

gramming to read and discuss True Biz, a bestselling 
book which the publisher calls “an unforgettable jour-
ney into the deaf community and a universal celebra-
tion of human connection.”  Register by calling Meg at 
231-4980, and press 6 for the reference 

Wednesdays, 4 p.m. Art-Smart classes starting in 
May for ages 8 to 12.

Saturdays, 2 p.m., Art-Smart classes starting in May, 
for ages 5 to 8. 

The library is located at 1 Memorial Ave. in Johnston.  
For information on all library events, services and 
hours of operation, visit their website, www.mohrli-
brary.org or email info@mohrlibrary.org.

Johnston Senior Center Highlights: 
Offering more programs and trips every week

Monday – Arts and Crafts
Monday & Wednesday - Hi Lo Jack 
Tuesday - Tia Chi on Tuesday
Wednesday – Poker
Wednesday – Quilting
Thursday – Mar Jong
Friday & Saturday - Bingo

The Senior Center Club the last Tuesday of the 
month. There is no charge for Senior Center activities. 
They offer Bingo on Thursday and Friday. Lunch is 
served daily at 12 p.m. (with a suggested donation of 
$3). 

May-June Trips
Wednesday, May 31: Mystery lunch $10 pp
Wednesday, May 31: Paint & Wine 6:00pm $20 pp
Thursday, June15: The Memories of Patsy, Whites of 

Westport Dinner & Show $79 pp
Tuesday, June 20: Newport Playhouse, (Spreading it 

Sun Rise Scoops

SCOOPS - PAGE 11■
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around) Lobster Fest Dinner show, $95 pp
Wednesday, June 28: Mystery lunch $10.00pp

Amenity Aid Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers that would like to help 

us plan and staff community events, organize hygiene 
product collection drives and raise funds for Amenity 
Aid. If you are interested in doing any of the above or 
would like to be a member of our Community Outreach 
Committee, please contact Stacey Silva, Community 
Outreach Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve the health and 
wellbeing of vulnerable populations by creating access 
to essential hygiene products. Serving all of Rhode Is-
land, we distribute toiletry necessities to those most 
vulnerable through our network of direct service agen-
cies.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund 
The Johnston High School Class of 1971 is raising 

donations for The Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund at the 
Rhode Island Foundation. A generous donor has of-
fered a $4,000 challenge! The donor will match all gifts 
to the Fund up to a total of $4,000. The Class of 1971 
initiated the fund on the occasion of its 50th reunion in 
2021. Each year a scholarship will be awarded to a 
Johnston High School Senior planning to attend a col-
lege, university, trade or technical school. Donations are 
tax according to your filing status.   To donate, go to the 
following website: www.rifoundation.org/funds/soul-

of-1971-scholarship-fund.

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
More than 1 in 4 US households struggle with their 

home energy bills. The Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (LIHEAP) can help keep the heat on. 
The Tri-County LIHEAP Program helps to cover the 
cost of home heating bills for those that qualify.

Visit www.tricountyri.com for more information 
about the LIHEAP program, and other weatherization 
programs that can help to reduce your home energy 
bills. To submit an application for LIHEAP, or to see if 
you qualify, contact them at 401-519-1913. The Tri-
County LIHEAP program has locations in North Provi-
dence and North Kingstown.

Neighborhood Watch 
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neighborhood Watch 

has officially kicked off. This Neighborhood Watch 
brings together residents who want to make their 
neighborhood safer by working together with members 
of the police department. The program pairs residents 
with Johnston Police officers in an effort to open up 
communication, meet other neighbors and create part-
nerships that help build community resiliency. 

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to Sun Rise Editor Rory 
Schuler at rorys@rhodybeat.com or Front Desk Coordinator 
Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. Photos in jpg format are 
accepted and news can include community events, promo-
tions, academic news and nonprofit events. Email today and 
see your news in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. 
Please include a daytime telephone number in case we require 
any further information.

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

Bruxism, or teeth grinding, is most often 
caused by stress and anxiety. Sleep problems 
like snoring and sleep apnea are also common 
culprits of teeth grinding. Certain medications, 
particularly SSRIs, are known to cause teeth 
grinding in some people. Those who grind their 
teeth often have jaw pain, tooth damage, and 
other dental problems that can include broken 
teeth and damaged fillings. If you suspect 
you have bruxism, a dentist can diagnose the 
condition. They  can also custom-make mouth 
guards or splints to wear at night to protect 
teeth from damage. In addition to regular 
dental checkups, it can also help to work  with 
a doctor to diagnose and treat a condition that 
may be causing bruxism. 

Many people grind their teeth throughout the 
day, making this damaging practice a 24/7 
hazard to their oral as well as overall health. 
Whether you are in our office for bruxism or just 
for a simple cleaning, our personal, casual, and 
relaxed style in providing quality dental care 
will help put you at ease. We’ll take the time to 
get to know your needs, answer your questions 
about the latest techniques and materials, and 
make sure that you are comfortable. Be kind 
to your teeth—call DENTAL ARTS GROUP for 
complete family dental care at 401-521-3661. 
We’re located at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

P.S. Teeth grinding is common in children and 
teenagers during sleep and is often resolved 
once adult teeth have come in. 

THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF BRUXISM 

4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 4/10/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

SCOOP OF 
THE WEEK

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 10)

June 1
Free documentary screening

On Thursday, the Kelley Gazzerro 
VFW 2812 will be hosting a free screen-
ing along with a panel discussion on a 
new documentary featuring director 
Michael Moore that takes a look at 
wind energy. 

There will be a cash bar and the 
event will take place from 6-8 p.m. at 
1418 Plainfield Pike in Cranston.

To RSVP to the event, visit green-
windtruth.com

melted: One of two cars damaged by Sunday’s fire.

spread to the building in no time. While they were talk-
ing, that was exactly what happened. 

According to Johnston Fire Chief David Iannuccilli, 
the department made a “fast response,” with the first 
engine arriving at the scene five minutes after the dis-
patch. By the time they arrived, the façade of the build-
ing was already engulfed in flames. 

“It went into my apartment,” Holmes said. “I could 
see flames in there.” 

Iannuccilli said the 22 on-call firefighters from John-
ston were aided by the Providence, Smithfield and 
Cranston fire departments. He estimated that there 
were a total of 30 to 35 firefighters working to put out 
the fire. Iannuccilli added that this fire was a “pretty 
bad one.” He praised his crew for “doing a great job.” 
Though three residents and one firefighter went to the 
hospital, there were no fatalities, so he considered it a 
“win in our book.”

Bongiovanni also jumped into action during the mo-
ment. She “did what she could” to evacuate a couple 
residents on her end of the apartment. She said she was 
especially concerned about the disabled residents who 
had trouble evacuating from the higher floors.  

“My next-door friend has Parkinson’s,” Bongiovanni 
said. “She said, ‘I can’t walk,’ and I go, ‘I’m sorry Val 
you gotta come.’ I dragged her because my thought 
was if these cars caught on fire, they’re gonna blow 
up.” For the residents, the damage and trauma did not 
end when the fire was put out. 

According to Bob Thomas, the maintenance supervi-
sor, three-quarters of the building is damaged by a 
combination of fire, smoke and water. As a result, the 
entire building needs to be rebuilt. 

Donna Marcera’s apartment was not touched by the 
flames. Rather, as the firefighters put the fire out, a 
plume of smoke and fire made its way to the attic, 
spreading horizontally. Firefighters cut a hole in the 
roof and set up hoses above Marcera’s apartment. She 

said that because of the water damage, the “carpet 
smells like spoiled milk and there’s plaster on the 
floor.” She added that there are water stains on her ceil-
ing. 

Due to this structural damage, many residents do not 
know when they will be able to return to their units. 
Some estimated it could be 6 months. “We’re all heart-
broken,” Bongiovanni said. 

Bongiovanni praised Picerne Realty Group for their 
efforts to find temporary housing for tenants and hav-
ing personnel available to accompany them as they re-
trieve belongings from their units. 

In an email, Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 
thanked Johnston firefighters for their “skill response.” 

“Due to their quick response and actions of carrying 
multiple civilians out of the flames, there were zero fa-
talities. They prevented a tragedy from becoming a ca-
tastrophe,” he said.

■ Fire
(Continued from page 1)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Your Target Audience is reading...

(10-week commitment)

Your Ad for 10 Weeks with
Spotlight Story & Photo for 1 Week

$4400 Per Week
(Story & photo featured on our website)

Call for details!
401-732-3100

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!

spotlight BUSINESSon

sa
lon

Chic

Rory Allen
Multi AwArd-winning
HAirdresser/Colorist

Welcomes his clients to his new location
634 Putnam Pike • Greenville, RI

For appointment, call 401-500-8794

20% Discount with this ad

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

A Taste of Italy, Deli & Caffè
For Italian food lovers everywhere

By JENNIFER COATES

It has been said that 
“There is no such thing 
as ‘Italian haute cuisine’ 
because there are no high or 
low roads in Italian cooking. 
All roads lead to the home, 
to las cucina di casa.”

No words could be truer 
than these when describing 
the home cooking of chef 
Jennifer Kaya of Johnston’s 
newest deli and caffè, A Taste 
of Italy ~ everything tastes 
as if it came straight from 
your own Nona’s kitchen. 
The great Italian classics. 
Traditional ingredients, 
traditional recipes, traditional 
techniques, traditional 
spices & seasonings ~ but 
still modern, creative and 
always homemade! Always 
fresh, always vibrant, always 
delicious, always comforting, 
always authentic.

One only needs to drive 
down Atwood Avenue 
near its intersection with 
Central Avenue to spot this 
new culinary destination. 
Mounted on the building, 

just below the American 
fl ag, is the Italian fl ag with 
its signature bold red, green 
and white stripes. These 
colors symbolize freedom 
(green), faith (white) and love 
(red). For longtime friends, 
business partners and now 
co-owners Mario Mennella, 
Pasquale (Pat) Palermo and 
Mike Giammarco, A Taste of 
Italy has come to express all 
that they love about Italy ~ 
it was a labor of love with 
a whole lot of faith and 
hope, elbow grease and the 
freedom to create something 
really special to honor their 
common heritage.

A Taste of Italy has been 
busy serving hungry diners 
since it offi cially opened 
its doors on May 1st. A 
former marketplace, the 
space needed a complete 
overhaul ~ so the guys went 
straight to work. Today, this 
stunning café and deli is 
a visual showpiece with 
a great “sense of arrival.” 
It is sparkling clean and 
anchored by two long display 
cases, chock full of the 

chef’s daily creations. These 
include prepared meals, 
sandwiches made from the 
highest quality of brand-
name cold cuts and Buono 
Bakery’s grinder rolls, fresh 
salads and mouth-watering 
desserts made right here on 
the premises.

Mario, Pat and Mike 
hand-selected their chef, 
Jennifer Kaya, renowned 
for her exceptional talent 
as the owner of the former 
Sognalo’s Deli. Also on staff 
are Kaya’s daughters Bella 
& Gianna, her son Vinny as 
well as other family members 
and lifelong friends of the 
owners ~ it is one great big 
Italian family!

The menu here at A 
Taste of Italy, all of which is 
available for take-out or dine-
in, is diverse and tantalizing 
~ just ask the numerous 
guests who are already 
giving it the highest praise. 
Come by for dinner tonight, 
pack your perfect picnic, 
or impress your pickiest 
guests! You will NEVER 
leave here hungry!

A Taste of Italy is found 
at 1302 Atwood Avenue in 
Johnston. The deli & caffè 
also offer catering (but given 
them a couple of weeks 
notice). The deli is open 
Monday-Friday (8:00am – 
7:00pm), Saturday (9:00am 
– 6:00pm) and Sunday 
(9:00am – 2:00pm). To see 
more of their delicious food, 
follow them on Facebook. 
For more information, call 
401-942-1234.

Check out Johnston’s newest culinary sensation, A Taste of Italy, an Italian 
deli and caffè serving up classic Italian dishes and sumptuous meals just like 
these, every single day.

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com

Serving Sandwiches, 
Prepared Foods, Deli Meats 

and Cheeses, Desserts, Coffee 
and Much More!

We also offer catering!

(401) 942-1234
Taste of Italy • Deli & Caffè

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
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Alcohol Awareness Month is a public health program organized by the National Council on Alcoholism and 
Drug Dependence as a way of increasing outreach and education regarding the dangers of alcohol misuse and 
issues related to alcohol. It has since become a national movement to draw more attention to the causes and effects 
of alcohol use as well as how to help families and communities. 

The Johnston Prevention Coalition, which is part of the SPC (Southern Providence County) Regional Prevention 
Coalition coordinated by Tri-County Community Action Agency under the direction of Patricia Sweet, BA, ACPS, 
has coordinated with Ferri Middle School to raise awareness to alcohol use and misuse through a poster contest. 

Over 60 students at Ferri Middle School submitted posters that had a catchy slogan, negative alcohol effects and 
facts, along with graphics or artwork that was geared towards youth and teens.  

Winners included (1st place) Anthony Hopp, who won an Amazon Gift Card, poster printed in the Johnston 
Sun Rise, and displayed in school; (2nd -4th place) Jewel Langlois, Juliette Amaya, and Ashlyn Wheeler, also won 
their posters published in the Johnston Sun Rise and displayed in school.

The funding for this project came from the Partnerships for Success Grant (PFS) funded by the Department of 
Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities & Hospitals (BHDDH).  (Submitted photos)

Ferri Middle School promotes Alcohol 
Awareness Month through poster contest

GOLD MEDAL: First place winner Anthony Hopp won an 
Amazon Gift Card. FOURTH PLACE: Ashlyn Wheeler won fourth place in the poster contest.

SILVER MEDAL: Jewel Langlois was awarded second 
place in the poster contest. BRONZE MEDAL: Juliette Amaya won third place.
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Sports

By PETE FONTAINE

Back on April 15 when the Johnston Little League 
opened its 61st season, President Joe Splendorio offered 
a preview of the 2023 season.

There would be 51 sponsors for the 2023 season, there 
would be a new Board of Directors that will take the 
pre-teen baseball program to new levels, a big-league 
look – including flags on poles along the outfield fence 
at both fields, a Calendar Fundraiser, Funny for Funds 
Comedy Show and a bus trip to the Red Sox-Yankees 
Game at Yankee Stadium on Aug. 19.

Yet another item was a Car Show scheduled for this 
past Monday (May 29) inside Johnston War Memorial 
Park.

What neither Splendorio of Vice President Mike Orsi-
ni – or another volunteer knew back then – was that the 
2023 season would include a record-setting fundraiser.

“This is an absolutely beautiful day,” Splendorio of-
fered as he walked around the sun-covered pristine 
park. “This is without question an extraordinary day.”

The reason, first and foremost, that the Johnston Little 
League perhaps set an all-time record among all youth 
baseball programs in the state, when a total of 439 clas-
sic cars, roadsters and even trucks showed up and took 
filled just about every space throughout the park.

“Engineers Field was jammed with cars,” Splendorio 
exclaimed. “This is fantastic an example of the culture 
of acceptance we have established for families and 

JLL rallies for May family

JLL Car Show 
boasts over 
400 roadsters

CAR - PAGE 17■

PERFECT PICK: Paul Petrozzi stands beside his 1956 peacock blue three-speed Thunderbird that features a 
292 block and was voted the Coaches Pick at Monday’s Johnston Little League Car Show.

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston community is 
mourning the loss Thomas 
“TJ” May, who was one of the 
victim’s in last week’s shoot-
ing in which his daughter was 
also injured.

May was a beloved family 
man and community leader, 
and was a coach in Johnston 
Little League. May had been a 
member of JLL for four sea-
sons and was the coach of the 
Major League Braves. He was 
also slated to be the coach of 
the 10-year-old All-Stars this 
coming summer. May also 
coached his son in the league.

Days following the tragedy, 
the JLL Board of Directors met 
and discussed ways to help 
the players process the loss 
while also brainstorming ways 
to aid the May family. The 
league provided grief counsel-
ing for players and postponed 
play until Thursday.

Since last week, JLL has 
hosted a car show fundraiser, a 
card making event, and estab-
lished a GoFundMe page. The 
league is approaching $54,000 
in funds raised toward the 
May family after setting an 
original goal of $20,000.

“We want to show his family 
that we are all thinking of 
them. We are just trying to 
raise some money for them, 
every little bit helps. Anything 
to help ease the burden on 
them. The league is battling 
through it. The league is one 
big family, we are coming to-

gether as a family and that is 
what is keeping us going,” 
said JLL President Joe Splen-
dorio.

Vice President Mike Orsini 
added: “The community has 
really come together because 
of this tragedy. There has been 
a ton of outpouring which has 
been great to see.”

The league will continue to 
host various fundraising 
events in the coming months 
for the family, including a Fun-
ny for Funds event. The league 
has also raised his team’s flag 
at the ballpark at Memorial 
Park and is hoping to create a 
memorial first base coach mat, 
where you would usually see 
May posted on game day.

Splendorio will remember 
May for his infectious person-
ality and commitment to the 
kids he coached.

“We have a lot of young 
guys with a lot of energy on 
the board and he was one of 
us, he fit right in. He was a 
sports minded guy, a high 
character guy, a family guy. 
Winning and losing was at the 
bottom for him, it was about 
raising these kids,” said Splen-
dorio.

Orsini will also remember 
the impact that he made on 
those around him in JLL and 
beyond.

“He was a great part of the 
community and such a posi-
tive man. He was a man of 
great principles, morals. He 
was a great father, he truly 
was,” said Orsini.

‘A POSITIVE MAN’: Thomas “TJ” May, who coached in Johnston Little League for four seasons and 
was considered one of the organization’s most popular figures. (Submitted photo)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

401-736-0600

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Great news for recreational and com-
mercial quahoggers, 515 acres in Mt. 
Hope Bay are now open as conditional 
rather than a prohibited shellfishing area. 
The area can be fished ‘conditionally’ as 
DEM opens and closes ‘conditional’ ar-
eas based on rain events. If it rains more 
than .5 inches in a 24 hour period the 
conditional area closes for seven days to 
allow the water to recover from en-
hanced runoff.

Last week the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Environmental Management 
(DEM) announced that with its latest 
water quality tests earlier this month 
confirming a year-over-year trend of im-
provement, it is opening a 515-acre area 
off the coast of Warren in the Mount 
Hope Bay to shellfishing. 

In upgrading it from prohibited to con-
ditionally approved, DEM said the area 
located in the Bay’s northwest corner and 
stretching from the mouth of the Kicke-
muit River in the Touisset Point section 
of Warren east to the Rhode Island-Mas-
sachusetts state line — meets federal 
safety standards set by the US Food and 
Drug Administration’s National Shellfish 
Sanitation Program.

Recent improvements in wastewater 
treatment and combined sewer overflow 
(CSO) capture in Fall River, MA have re-
sulted in improved water quality 
throughout Mount Hope Bay. DEM’s 
tests showed that these improvements 
have allowed water quality in the bay off 
Touisset Point to meet national standards 
for safe shellfish harvest during dry 
weather for the past several years.Also, 
tissue analyses for bacteria and heavy 
metals conducted by the Rhode Island 
Department of Health (RIDOH) have 
shown that shellfish in these waters meet 
national standards.

“From the opening of the Providence 
River to quahogging for the first time in 
75 years in 2021, to the opening of new 
shellfishing grounds in Greenwich Bay in 
2022, to the Mount Hope Bay reopening 
in 2023, the trend toward better water 
quality in Narragansett Bay is clear,” said 
DEM Director Terry Gray.

 For information on emergency and 
conditional area shellfish closures, call 
DEM’s 24-hour shellfishing hotline at 
401-222-2900 or sign up for their listserv 
at RishellfishOWR-subscribe@listserve.
ri.gov .

 
New striped bass regulation engaged
The Rhode Island Department of Envi-

ronmental Management (DEM) and the 
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisher-
ies (DMF) enacted emergency recreation-
al regulations last weekend to change the 
maximum length limit for keeping 
striped bass.

The new recreational slot size in all 
New England states is 28 to less than 31 
inches with anglers allowed to keep one 
fish per day. This new regulation started 
May 26 in Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut and May 27 in Rhode Island and runs 
to Oct. 28.

The larger than normal striped bass 
class of 2015 maturing to the old slot 
limit size of 28 to less than 35 inches led 
to higher than normal overfishing. Last 
year anglers killed twice as many fish 
and reduced the probability of success of 
the stock rebuilding plan to just 15 per-
cent.

 

Where’s the bite
Striped bass and bluefish. Angler Tom 

Fetherston of South Kingstown, said, 
“We fished the North Rip (Block Island) 
last Wednesday with no hits so went to 
Nebraska Shoal (Charlestown, RI). Ran 
out umbrella rigs rand hit big bluefish. 
Quit when we had twelve pounds for 
dinner and the smoker. Went closer to the 
beach to troll and picked up two strip-
ers.”  

Fishing for striped bass and bluefish in 
Narragansett Bay has been very good 
with some anglers having to hunt for 
them. The East Passage, Providence Riv-
er as well as Greenwich Bay and the West 
Passage are all producing. Tim Rounds of 
Idaho caught a 38-inch striped bass Sat-
urday just off Popasquash Point, Bristol.   

And Tuesday morning at 7 a.m. both 
keeper bass and large bluefish were 
caught just north of Conimicut point. 
Dave Henault of Ocean State Bait & 
Tackle said, “Customer Angelo Moniz 
caught a 52-inch striped bass from 
Spooky Bottom Dock, East Providence 
using chucks of Atlantic menhaden.  

Pogies, trolling umbrella rigs and tube 
& worm and flutter spoons all seem to be 
working.” “I landed nine very nice size 
striped bass at Narrow Rive this week-
end and dropped three others. Most of 
the bass were in the 18 to 20-inch range. 
Four bass on my hot pink fly and then 
changed to my brown one the rest of the 
time,” said Ed Lombardo, fly fishing ex-
pert and guide. 

Declan O’Donnell of Breachway Bait & 
Tackle, Charlestown, said, “Fishing for 
striped bass has been producing well 
with catches reported at the Breachways, 
along the beaches and back in the salt 
ponds. Bluefish are still around coming 
in and out of the Breachway in waves.” 

Tautog. Anglers are reminded that the 
spring tautog season in Rhode Island 
closes June 1 to July 31 during spawning 
season, Massachusetts stays open with a 
one fish limit.

Squid, black sea bass and summer 
flounder. Angler Rich Hittinger said, 
“There are fluke at Block Island and 
south of Newport. So far we have landed 
an 8-pound, a 5.5-pound and a 4.5-pound 
fluke near Block Island with a four 
pounder south of Newport along with 
many in the 18 to 20 inch range. 

“The sea bass are spotty, but they are 
on rock piles south of Newport,” Angler 
Tom Fetherston said, “Rran back to Ne-
braska Shoal (Charlestown). Took some 
time to find fish but picked a limit of six 
black sea bass for three anglers to 21 
inches along with a scup and a short 
fluke.”  

“Squid fishing is good and the fluke 
are in deep water (60-80 ft) and reports 
continue to improve. Customers are find-
ing a few along the beach and out at 
Block Island.” said Declan O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle. Neil Hayes of 
Quaker Lane said, “The fluke bite is get-
ting better everyday with reports of Bay 
fish just north and south of the bridges 
with a good bite off Newport and at 
Block Island.”

 Dave Monti holds a captain’s master li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related issues 
and clients. Forward fishing news and photos 
to dmontifish@verison.net or visit www.nof-
lukefishing.com.

Mount Hope Bay opens to shellfishing

FIRST STRIPES BASS: Tim Rounds of Idaho here on vacation caught this 38-inch 
striped bass (his first ever) fishing with light tackle at Popasquash Point, Bristol on 
No Fluke Fishing Charters. (Submitted photo)

TRIO: The crew of the 
Osprey, Paul James of 
Bristol, Tom Fetherston 
(captain) and Pete Blan-
pied both of South Kings-
town. Wednesday the trio 
caught bluefish, striped 
bass, black sea bass, scup 
and summer flounder.
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10 AM Monday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday), 
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) & 
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

ADVERTISING COSTS:
Line-by-Line: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More —	 Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
	 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

Classified Display: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch. 

Business Service Ads: 
$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

Dassault Systemes Simulia 
Corp. seeks a SIMULIA NAM 
Sales Expert Specialist in John-
ston, RI to to grow sales and 
adoption of simulation 3DEXPE-
RIENCE in colleges and univer-
sities in North America. Requires 
domestic travel 20-40%, and 
occasionally to Canada. Apply 
at https://www.jobpostingtoday.
com/ Ref #24532

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
Join our team for an opportunity to work in a 

friendly, community based environment.
Seeking a “people person” with strong 

organizational skills. Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic computer skills are 
preferred, but will train the right candidate. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

PA RT  T I M E

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $_________________   CHECK # _____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN ________________       DATE   _ ____________

# _______________________________________

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 digit code________________

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PHONE _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE  _________ ZIP  ____________________

Use 1 block for each letter, number or punctuation mark. Leave one blank block between each word or after each punctuation mark. (Minimum of 4 lines)

4 Lines / $2500* Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

$25/Week — $29/Week with Bold

$29/Week — $33/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

CATEGORY
______________________

Deadline:
Monday 10 AM

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or   e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Junk Removal

Houses Wanted

Home ImprovementsCemetery Plot For Sale

Help Wanted

Get the
word out...
Advertise Your

Yard
Sale
Call Amanda

732-3100
(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $14/hour. Must have 
valid Driver’s License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Call Paul, 
301-1162.

Seeking Warehouse Associ-
ate/Parts Runner for HVAC 
contractor based in Warwick, 
RI. Part-Time/Seasonal. Re-
sponsibilities: Receive orders, 
maintain warehouse, parts 
runner for field techs. Flex-
ible Hours. Please inquire at  
Service@NHVAC.com.

Cemetery plot in Highland Me-
morial Park Cemetery, Birch 
Gardens section. This will hold 
2 cremations OR 1 whole body. 
$1700.  You can verify with the 
cemetery that I am the owner of 
this plot.  Please call me, Liz @ 
608-295-4591

Estate Sale

ESTATE SALE! 2 Households! 
304 North Road, Hope: Sat. 
June 3, 8AM-3PM. Rain date 
June 17.

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282.

UP TO $5000! We buy junk, 
unwanted and repairable autos. 
Call today, gone today. 401-516-
8822.

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929. Yard Sales

Corner of Squantum & Weet-
amoe, Warwick, RI, Sat 6/3, 
8AM - 2PM.  Tools, wicker, toys, 
ephemera, cool antiques.

30 Huron Street, Warwick, Sat. 
6/3 & Sun. 6/4 at 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Tools, cactus plants, antiques 
and much more.

Lawn Care

Choice Lawn Care Restoration 
Services: Dethatching, Aerat-
ing, Overseeding, Composting 
(Topdressing) Jon Walker 401-
241-7136.

Personal Ads

Dating Senior Citizen, 6ft, 
200lbs, white hair, blue eyes, 
athletic build, homeowner by the 
point, non-smoker, non-drinker, 
animal lover, great sense of hu-
mor, Roger, 401-743-8637.

Travel

Celebrate L’Italia and much 
more! Call Rita at Run-A-Way 
Travel @401-578-9429.
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Electrical Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Landscaping

Business 
ServiceS

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Business
services

 ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the

Johnston sun Rise, Warwick Beacon 
& Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call

732-3100
Deadline: Monday 10 AM

Ryan’s landscape
Construction

Maintenance
SPRING CLEaNuP

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~

Interior/Exterior
Carpentry

Powerwashing
Houses & Decks

465-7663 Reg. #20638                    

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Handyman

friends to come down and just have a 
night at the park with food, fun, commu-
nity and baseball.”

As many of the antique and classic car 
owners said while showing off their 
spiffy machines: “The turnout here is a 
unique way of showing support for the 

youth of the community.”
Likewise, many people echoed those 

same sentiments as they visited a special 
tent the JLL set up in honor of TJ May, 
beloved coach of the Braves who was 
tragically killed last week.

Splendorio announced that all pro-
ceeds from Monday’s Memorial Day Car 
Show will benefit the league with a por-
tion going to help May’s family.

SPECIAL SHOWPIECE: There were countless classics that owners drove to War 
Memorial Park for Monday’s Johnston Little League Car Show.

MIGHTY MACHINE: This is just one of the many roadsters that were on display 
Monday in Johnston.

OUTSTANIDNG OFFICIALS: These are some of the valuable volunteers who are 
part of the new-look JLL Board of Directors. They are Anthony Ferranati, Todd Spin-
dler, Jared Poole, Joe Splendorio, Ken Kalnietis and Gary Rianna. (Photos courtesy 
of Joe Splendorio)

■ Car
(Continued from page 14)



Johnston Sun Rise18 Thursday, June 1, 2023

Fielding Manufacturing Inc.
780 Wellington Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910

WE ARE GROWING & HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
MACHINE PROCESS TECHS

GENERAL MACHINIST/TOOL MAKER
QA INSPECTOR

Call or send resume
401-461-0400 X232

accounting@fieldingmfg.com

Special Graduation Issue
June 28, 2023

Congratulate Your Graduate with an ad 

in the JOHNSTON SUNRISE! 

This Space
Your Message Only - No Photo

(1.65”W x 2”H)

$2500

This Space
Includes Photo of Your Grad
and your personal message

(3.42”W x 2”H)

$5000

CALL732-3100 
OR 821-2216 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

This Space
Your Message Only  - No Photo
(1.65”W x 1”H)

$1250

732-3100 Color 
Included!

Deadline:
Thursday, June 16th

This Space
Includes Photo of Your Grad
and your personal message

(3.42”W x 4”H)

$10000

Congratulations!

Congratulations
Congratulations

This Space

Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

smithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

Evaluating Mazzulla’s first season

The Boston Celtics saw 
their season come to an 

end on Monday night as the 
Miami Heat won Game 7 of 
the Eastern Conference Fi-
nals to advance to the cham-
pionship round.

The loss marked the end of 
the season for Johnston na-
tive and head coach Joe Maz-
zulla, who was in his first 
year as head coach after be-
ing elevated to the title mid-
way through the season.

Mazzulla, who was also 
the youngest coach in the 
league, got a taste of his first 
postseason experience these 
past few weeks, so let’s take a 
moment here to evaluate his 
first year at the helm.

Mazzulla deserves much 
credit, first and foremost, for 
the situation he took over. 
Former coach Ime Udoka 
was suspended prior to the 
regular season for violating 
team rules. Mazzulla was 
handed the reins and had to 
be in the center of the contro-
versy leading up to the sea-
son.

The fact that such a young 
coach was able to handle that 
type of scrutiny is impressive 
and shows his maturity. He 
never blinked, stayed the 
course, and focused solely on 
coaching the team. He de-
flected the questions regard-
ing Udoka’s departure and 
kept the conversion strictly 
to basketball.

The Celtics would then go 
on a big run to start the sea-
son and would wrap up the 
second seed for the playoffs. 
Midway through the season, 
Mazzulla led the team to 
enough success and gained 

enough respect from the 
players that the franchise de-
cided to remove the interim 
tag and elevate him the full 
head coach. The stars of the 
team were very vocal in their 
support.

Which leads me to my 
next point. In the NBA, the 
coach-player relationship is 
the most important of any 
sport. NBA rosters are small 
and there are only five play-
ers on the court at once and 
maybe eight or so will play 
on a given night. Consider-
ing how small NBA rosters 
are, the relationship is para-
mount and Mazzulla suc-
ceeded in building that con-
nection early in his first year. 
He earned that respect and 
trust. 

Udoka’s system centered 
on defense. The Celtics were 
an elite defensive team last 
year, but there were times 
when it felt like the offense 
suffered because of it. With 
guys like Jayson Tatum and 
Jaylen Brown, it felt like this 
could be an elite offensive 
team if they were cut loose.

Mazzulla did that this sea-
son, and although the defen-
sive performance was not 
quite what it was last year, 
Boston absolutely took a step 
forward on offense and we 
saw Tatum and Brown de-
velop even further. Each 
were All-Stars and All-NBA 
players. 

The postseason is when 
we really separate the good 
teams from the great teams. 
It’s when your biggest flaws 
are on display and your 
strengths are tested. Espe-
cially as a young coach, Maz-
zulla was going to be pressed 
from the first game, and sure 
enough, he was.

Boston beat Atlanta in the 
first round in six games. The 
talent gap was substantial, so 
there is not too much to dive 
into there.

The second round against 
Philadelphia, though, we 
saw Mazzulla and the Celtics 
take on some adversity when 
they fell behind 3-2.

This Celtics team had been 
known to fold in some big 
moments, but explode and 
play their best basketball in 
others. It would be up to 
Mazzulla to make sure it 

would be the later, and sure 
enough it was, as Boston 
rolled to consecutive wins to 
punch their ticket to the con-
ference finals.

Then, even more trouble, 
as they fell behind 3-0 against 
Miami. From there, the Celt-
ics would once again flip that 
switch, tie things up at 3-3 
and force Monday night’s 
Game 7.

Miami got the deciding 
win and credit to the Heat, 
they hit more shots and 
played tighter defense. When 
a team has those advantages, 
it’s almost impossible for 
them to lose. Monday was 
Miami’s night and Boston 
never really found its 
rhythm.

Overall, it was a successful 
first season for Mazzulla and 
I absolutely believe that he 
has earned the right to coach 
this team next season.

The most criticism he took 
this year was when the team 
fell behind 3-0 to Miami, and 
deservedly so. In those 
games, Mazzulla struggled 
to manage his timeouts, the 
clock, and the team looked 
unfocused at times. Mazzulla 
admitted that was on him, as 
it certainly was.

Mazzulla was out-coached 
those first three games, plain 
and simple. Some national 
media members felt that if 
the Celtics were swept then 
Mazzulla would have to be 
fired. I always thought that 
was a bit much considering it 
was a first year, but that 3-0 
deficit was tough to watch as 
a Johnston reporter rooting 
for the local guy to find his 
way.

Although the team did not 
finish the job, ultimately, the 
comeback to force Game 7 
was impressive and worthy 
of our praise. Again, they 
should not have been down 
three games in the first place, 
but the playoffs are always a 
grind, there are ups and 
downs in every series. 

Next year will be huge for 
Mazzulla as he will have a 
full season under his belt and 
will likely have a new roster 
with some contracts expir-
ing. Every season poses new 
challenges and next year will 
be another tough go.

Although Mazzulla cer-
tainly faced some tough 
times and his inexperience 
was on display in a few mo-
ments this season, it is hard 
not to be impressed with 
how he led this team and or-
ganization in his first year. 
He had a lot on his plate both 
on and off the court and 
coached the team to Game 7 
of the conference finals. 
There’s still unfinished busi-
ness, but Mazzulla deserves 
our trust moving forward.

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com
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Happy Birthday, 
U.S. Army!

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

Not many know the U.S Army’s birthday is coming up on June 
14th, so I thought I give a brief history about how our army came 
to be…

The United States Army was offi cially formed by a resolution 
of the Continental Congress on June 14, 1775. They authorized ten 
companies of rifl eman to be raised specifi cally by the Continental 
Congress as opposed to state troops. They also accepted the army 
of New Englanders who had been surrounding the British in Boston 
since the evening of April 19. The number of troops who marched 
to besiege Boston varies, however, a document at the Massachu-
setts State Archives dated April 23 lists 21,196 troops around Bos-
ton and in coastal communities. Obviously, the number of soldiers 
that were accepted into Continental service would vary as soldiers 
went home, new soldiers arrived, and enlistments ran out by the end 
of 1775. It seems in June, the number thought to be brought into 
Continental service was around 15,000 at the time. All of this was 
happening not even two months after the war had broken out and a 
huge move on the part of the Continental Congress.

Things were moving ahead rapidly, and on June 15, Virginian 
George Washington was unanimously chosen by Congress as Gen-
eral and Commander in Chief of the newly formed army and began 
his journey to Boston to take command on the 20th. A committee 
had also been appointed to write the rules and regulations for the 

new army, quite possibly based upon the rules already written by 
the Massachusetts Provincial Congress on April 5 that had just been 
issued to Massachusetts offi cers in early May.

Picking offi cers to command the Continental Army also com-
menced, taking account of regional men with former military ser-

vice, and trying to appease each state, a very fragile process with 
many men with large egos. That said, the alliance of continental 
offi cers was soon assembled with very little internal strife at the 
beginning, although there would be alterations as the Siege of Bos-
ton went on.

How did all of this happen so quickly and fairly effi ciently? Pre-
paring for war was not a new concept in the British Provincial col-
onies before the Revolution. Formations of Provincial forces had 
been raised and supplied numerous times during the 18th century, 
and many of those forming the new Continental Army or govern-
ment had been a part of this process before. A look back at records 
in the Massachusetts State Archives through the 1740s to the 1760s 
show how the state could raise and equip men for service. Provi-
sioning and supplying troops had been done many times before 
with help from England. While the state governments had done this 
in the past, it would be tougher this time to get many of the materi-
als that were needed, and new foreign alliances would have to be 
forged if it was going to last.

Although raising armies had been done before, this time it looked 
to be moving towards something that hadn’t been done previously: 
a self-governed country independent from England, which fi nally 
happened eight long years later. No wonder we still celebrate to this 
day - Happy birthday United States Army!

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!



Johnston Sun Rise20 Thursday, June 1, 2023

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today — ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment. 3.42”x2” ad. FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE)

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

• Asphalt Shingles
• Rubber & TPO
• Standing Seam Metal
• Metal Shingles

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”

Since 1950

401-789-4500 • TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

RI-HIC #258 • RI-COMM #44r • MA-HIC #MA11318 • MA-CSL #97139

JO

HN THE ROOFER CO.

Daycare
Grooming
Training

Self Wash/Dog Wash

401.423.4915
1309 Plainfi eld St., Johnston, RI
caninecountryclubri@gmail.com
www.caninecountryclubri.com

Download
Our App

�

Junk Removal • Construction Demolition
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

URBAN DISPOSAL

401-298-3588
Call for Dumpster Sizing and Availability

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston
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